[Age differences in the ultrastructure of the myocardium of thyroxine treated rat].
Ultramicromeasuring studies were made on different sites of thyroxine-induced hypertrophic myocardium of rats of different ages (6 and 26 months of age). In the resting stage, the area ratio of mitochondria to myofibrils was significantly smaller in old rats and also in the apex. In rats receiving thyroxine, the ratio was not increased in the young rats, but was markedly increased in the old, reaching the value in the young rat, suggesting a decrease in the reserve power of the myocardial mitochondria in the old rats.